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years 1861, 1862, and 1863, when the grounds at Madison were in 
use as a camp for regiments going or returning to the front. In 
1864 the Wisconsin State Agricultural Society determined to hold 
a fair at Janesville. It was continued there the two succeeding 
years. In 1867 the fair returned to the capital, at Madison, 
whence in 1870 it was removed to Milwaukee, where it has been 
held each autumn to the present time. We have a complete set 
of the Transactions of the Society giving accounts of the yearly 
fairs. We note also that the Society sent its secretary as a dele- 
gate to the International Exhibition at London, 1862, and to the 
Paris Universal Exposition, 1867. For both these expositions 
the delegate made an extended report, printed in the Transac- 
tions. County fairs have been established in nearly every county 
of the state. We have a considerable mass of material on these 
local fairs and will be glad to look up for you any especial point of 
research that does not involve too much expenditure of time. 

WISCONSIN HISTORIES FOR A NEWSPAPER OFFICE 

Would you mind suggesting to me a list of county and state 
histories, and records of Dane County and Madison which I should have 
for a newspaper reference library? Do.you know of a history of Wisconsin 
that is worth while? If new things are coming out in the future I shall 
be interested in them also. 

A. M. Bbayton 
Madison 

There is no very good or satisfactory history of Wisconsin 
to my knowledge. Dr. Thwaites' little volume in the American 
Commonwealth Series is good as far as it goes. However, the 
volume is small at best, and two-thirds of its contents deal with 
Wisconsin prior to 1848, so that one gets almost nothing on the 
real history of the state which has taken place since that time. 
Similar to Dr. Thwaites' account is Miss Kellogg's "Story of 
Wisconsin, 1634-1848," which we have been running serially for 
something over a year in the Wisconsin Magazine of History. The 
last installment of it will appear in the June number, so that the 
story is well toward completion now. Another fairly handy 
reference book for Wisconsin is Mr. Legler's volume, Leading 
Events of Wisconsin History. The Story of the State. Milwaukee, 
1898. 
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I presume you are familiar with the publications of the State 
Historical Society. The index volume to the first twenty volumes 
of the Collections affords the key to a great mine of historical 
information pertaining to the state. Concerning Dane County 
and Madison, we have Dr. Durrie's history, which contains a mass 
of information crudely put together, and not at all easy to handle 
because of the lack of an index. More recent is Dr. Thwaites' 
history of the University of Wisconsin, the introductory chapters 
of which constitute also a history of Madison. On the county 
subscription book order, perhaps the best reference is E. W. 
Keyes' history of Dane County. 

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF MANITOWOC 

Urgent business matters have interfered with a prompt reply to 
your inquiry made in your last communication. You will remember it 
related to the question as to whether or not the name Manitowoc could 
have been derived from a cross set upon the shore near by, by the early 
Catholic missionaries. 

This derivation of the name I consider as improbable. My reasons 
for this opinion are as follows: 

First. The name given by the Algonquin languages to the cross 
has been one which designated it as a cross-stick. The Indian word 
spelled in the English orthography is "Ah-zih-day-yah-tig." I never 
knew the cross to be called by any other name than the one given. It 
has in it an implied feeling of contempt, as our word "stick" designates 
a diminutive and comparatively worthless article. The ending "woe" 
in the word Manitowoc involves the meaning of wood as timber or 
forest and so means a great deal more than a stick. If the cross had 
given name to the place, it would probably have been a word something 
like "Ah-ziu-day-yah-tig-gong," meaning the place of the cross. 

Second. I have never known of any case where the Indians gave 
a name to a place because of its cross, this notwithstanding the Catholic 
missionaries have such landmarks almost everywhere in their exploring 
expeditions. There was one at Madeline Island. There was another 
at Sault St. Marie. On the Pacific slope, almost every Mission Station 
was dedicated by the erection of a cross. 

Of course, it might be said that while later usage among the Indians 
after the name of the cross had become established might have made it 
impossible for the Indians to call it "a spirit timber," which Manitowoc 
means, yet in the first instance, the Indians finding it a symbol strange 
and weird, someway connected with the idea of God, might have called 
it as given. But I think the objection can fairly be raised to this assump- 
tion which will be my third reason — that the heathen opposition to the 
white man's religion would be stronger to start with than it became after- 



